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WELCOME | Phase 5 Open House
This is one of four open houses being held as part of Phase 5 of the UBC Vancouver Campus Plan Review. From 
October 5 – October 22, 2009, UBC Campus + Community Planning is consulting with the campus community 
and other stakeholders to find out what you think about the draft Campus Plan. When finalized, this plan will guide 
development of UBC Vancouver’s academic lands from 2010 through to 2030.

Phase 5 Open House Schedule

Date Time Location

Wednesday, Oct. 14 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. Life Sciences Centre, Atrium 
  2350 Health Sciences Mall

Thursday, Oct. 15 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Leon and Thea Koerner University Centre, Penthouse Room 
  6331 Crescent Road

Tuesday, Oct. 20 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. Michael Smith Laboratories, Room 101  
  2185 East Mall

Wednesday, Oct. 21 12 p.m. – 4 p.m.  Student Union Building, Concourse 
  6138 Student Union Boulevard

At this open house, you will have an opportunity to:

How will feedback be used? 
Feedback gathered during Phase 5 will be recorded and summarized in a Consultation Summary Report, which will 
be considered, along with technical studies, to finalize the Plan. In early 2010, the Final Plan will be presented to the 

Both the Phase 5 Consultation Summary Report and the Final Plan will be made available online at  
www.campusplan.ubc.ca. 

The deadline for Consultation feedback is midnight, Thursday, October 22, 2009.
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WHY WE NEED A CAMPUS PLAN
UBC Vancouver needs a Campus Plan to:

Over the next 20 years, the Campus Plan will guide the physical setting where the 
University’s activities take place by establishing integrated land use policies and  
design standards for all land use, buildings, infrastructure and open space.  

Expected Changes in Campus Population to 2030 

Future Needs to 2030

New Institutional Facilities

New Student Housing
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UBC students study over lunch in  
the atrium of the Life Sciences Centre

Marine Drive Residence accommodates  
over 1,600 students

Newly renovated Thunderbird Park with  
Wesbrook Place in the background 
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CAMPUS PLAN REVIEW | Your Ideas Helped Shape the Campus Plan
The following Vision Statement was developed through consultation with the UBC community:

The UBC Vancouver Campus Plan will support UBC’s world-class community of scholars with a campus that  
physically reflects the stature of the university, provides the optimal environment for teaching, learning and research,  
and encourages a unique community life; and with a campus that is beautiful, functional, sustainable, cost-effective,  
connected to its neighbours and responsible to future generations. 

A detailed description of how input was considered in developing the draft Campus Plan can be found in the  
Consideration Memo of Consultation Input, prepared by UBC Campus + Community Planning (September 2009). 
This document is available online at www.campusplan.ubc.ca. 

MAIN STRATEGIES IN CAMPUS PLAN

 
Learning, & Research 

 
UBC’s Community of Scholars

Coast Beauty

MAIN THEMES FROM CONSULTATIONS

 
movement to and from campus

Students relax in the sun on the grassy knoll outside the Life Sciences Centre

Phase 5 Campus Plan banner hangs from the Ladner Clock Tower

Pedestrian traffic on Main Mall Informal study space
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Technical Work Community Consultation

  Teaching, Learning and Research; Placemaking; Campus and Student Life;  
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Initiating the Plan
2006
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Identifying 
Issues and Ideas
2007

Phase 3:
Talking About 
The Future
2007

Phase 4:
Options Review
2008

Phase 5:
Draft Plan
2009

Phase 6:
Adopt the Plan 
2009

6 PHASE PROCESS  The Campus Plan Review has six phases comprising technical studies and consultation with the campus community and other 
stakeholders. We are now in Phase 5 – Here’s the Plan! 
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CREATE A SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS  | 

The Campus Plan will create a more sustainable campus by:

Greener Buildings and Sites

Supporting Other Sustainability Initiatives 
Supporting the spatial needs of other initiatives to maximize their effectiveness

Increasing the capacity for student 
housing is central to achieving other 
goals for campus 

  
Walkable 
distances
end of trip 

bike facilities

Buildings 
to be more 

compact and 
higher density

Use infill sites
close to campus core 
and neighbourhoods

The South Campus Academic Plan must be for teaching and research purposes 
that are academically rigorous and globally significant around issues of  
sustainability, and enhance UBC’s position as Canada’s most sustainable  
university and a recognized world leader in campus sustainability

More 
student 
housing

on campus

Reduces 
commuting

Strengthens 
academic 

experience

Contributes 
to a more 
complete 

community

More people 
to support 

campus 
services

More effective land use  
supports walking and cycling

Green roof at the Beaty Biodiversity Centre Sustainability Street showcases UBC’s achievements  
in sustainable urban design

New co-development housing in Wesbrook Place  
overlooking Smith Park

Bio-swale on West Mall
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The Centre for Interactive Research on Sustainability (CIRS) will open  
in 2011 at the corner of West Mall and Sustainability Street
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CREATE A SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS  | Infrastructure 

The Campus Plan will develop integrated approaches to managing  
open space, energy and infrastructure, including: 

Using Rain Water as a Resource
 

management strategies can be pursued on campus

 
and parking lots 

 
potable water use, where possible

Using Integrated Planning

Updating Existing Infrastructure Plans
 

and Campus Plan on water, sewerage,  
electrical, and solid waste plans

Increasing Understanding 
 

systems by increasing their transparency

Convert underground storm  
drains to open creek to slow  

Swale constructed for 1:200  

Infiltration pond

 
social space

Water runnel from 
roof downspout  
to future wetland 
between buildings

2006 sediment 
capture pond  
construction

2009 sediment 
capture pond now 
effective wetland

 
to natural creek + estuary marsh
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PROVIDE A CAMPUS TO SUPPORT WORLD CLASS TEACHING,  
LEARNING & RESEARCH 

The Campus Plan supports world class teaching, learning and research by: 

Meet Demand for Future Teaching and Academic Facilities by:

Campus as a Living Lab by:
 

learning, and research

 
and outdoors

Foster Academic Interactions by:
 

academic uses
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NURTURE A MORE VIBRANT & INTERESTING CAMPUS 
FOR UBC’S COMMUNITY OF SCHOLARS 

The Campus Plan supports a safe, interesting, and more vibrant campus by:

 
and that support more activities

Campus Life
 

academic facilities, including: 
 – Ample indoor/outdoor public seating and social spaces

 –  Services at ground level to meet daily campus needs: meeting rooms, convenience  

– Community shuttle stops

 – Small fitness centres and other outdoor or indoor recreation facilities 

 – Public realm upgrades to encourage more walking and cycling

 – Improved night lighting, especially on key pedestrian corridors

 
as the heart of the campus

Student HousingStudent Housing

Provide capacity 
for 50%  

of full-time  
students to live 

on campus

More affordable 
housing than 
off-campus 

Better 
 engagement 

with academia 
and university 

life
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Students working at new tables and benches outside the Irving K. Barber Learning Centre
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REDISCOVER UBC’S SENSE OF PLACE & NATURAL WEST COAST BEAUTY 

The Campus Plan will help rediscover UBC’s sense of place and natural west coast beauty,  
and enhance UBC’s campus character by: 

Cohesiveness
 

and academic commonalities:  and Forested Campus

 
from the streets will reinforce these character districts

Natural West Coast Beauty 

World Class Campus

 
in prominent locations

 
special occasions

 
 

important historic/cultural themes from  
UBC’s past
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REDISCOVER UBC’S SENSE OF PLACE  
& NATURAL WEST COAST BEAUTY 

The Campus Plan will help rediscover UBC’s sense of place and natural west coast beauty,  
and enhance UBC’s campus character by:

Public Realm
Over the next 15 years, the Public Realm Plan will focus on capital improvements for the following elements:

Organizing Spines: A new ornamental water feature where Main Mall and University Boulevard intersect

Large Commons:
Commons as examples 

Small Informal Social and Learning Spaces: More intimate spaces developed between buildings for each 

Pathway links:

Gateways: To better express UBC’s identity  

Landscape
 

lighting infrastructure. See details on Highlights of Campus Design Guidelines board.
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Cherry trees in bloom along Lower Mall
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CAMPUS DESIGN FRAMEWORKS  

 
 

Topography and Prospect 
 

with University Boulevard.  

Landscape Typologies

simplicity to the remaining campus where modernist and contemporary landscape ideas predominate.

Corridor Structure & Hierarchy 

 
At a finer scale, many pedestrian pathways offer choices for moving between destinations.

–  How to reinforce the hierarchy of corridors by using design and materials

– How to fully connect campus pathways and make them more easily found 

Commons
 

serve the needs of people in the immediate area.

–  Local commons can become learning landscapes that reveal the cultures and knowledge  
of their user groups. 

Gateways and the Arrival Experience

from the city and embedded in nature.

Corridor Structure & Hierarchy
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CAMPUS DESIGN FRAMEWORKS  

Sustainability

– Streetscapes

– Commons to facilitate social engagement and learning among all members of the campus community 

Cultural Resources 
 

that is responsible to future generations.   

 
information, see the background document, UBC Cultural Landscape Study (2009).

 
retaining key historic values. 

 
economic assessment. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF CAMPUS DESIGN GUIDELINES  

Campus Furnishings
The goal is to have campus furniture become an integral part of landscape design. To create visual 
coherence throughout the campus, furnishings will be metal, such as stainless steel, or painted a 
dark charcoal colour. These furnishings are contemporary, simple and available from local suppliers. 

Lighting

for special new areas. 

Seating
 

Garbage Cans
A new standard for garbage receptacles is being discussed with Plant Operations. The new standard 
will integrate recycling with garbage collection.

Bike Racks and Cages
The new standard outside buildings will be tubular steel bike racks.  Additional secured, covered  
storage areas will be provided at several locations across campus. 

Bollards
Standard bollards, already in use, will be used for vehicular control and night lighting applications.

Paving Palette 
Paving on pedestrian priority corridors will use scored concrete or cast pavers to provide pedestrian 
comfort and safety and still allow emergency vehicle access. Where service vehicles are permitted, 
the paving informs drivers that pedestrians and cyclists have priority. The paving treatment of pathways 
will express a hierarchy of ways to move around campus, with important pathways having their 
paving continue across roadways.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF CAMPUS DESIGN GUIDELINES

Architectural and Landscape Palettes by Character Districts

palettes.

Beaux Arts: Historic Core 

This palette is informed by the existing mix of  

Regional buildings and their use of stone, stucco, and 
concrete. 

The architectural palette is light, simple, and  
sophisticated: white brick with concrete, smooth 
granite, glass, and metal to complement existing 
buildings and highlight heritage buildings. 

Landscape guidelines stress simple ordered plantings 
of traditional species that reinforce the symmetrical 
structure of the grid. 

Modernist Campus
Outside the historic core, the campus has modernist 
buildings that exhibit a variety of architectural styles. 

The proposed architectural palette, like Beaux Arts, 
has a strong emphasis on light and transparency. In 
addition, this palette has a wider range of secondary 
materials (metal panels, porcelain enamel and stone) 
and building exteriors can symbolically reference  
interior functions and purposes.  

For landscaping, a wider range of plant materials, 
such as ornamental grasses, are encouraged while 
retaining the emphasis on mass plantings of limited 

species.

Forested Campus
At the western edge of campus, the forested district 
is predominantly residential in character.

For architecture, warmer, earth toned, and natural 
colours are encouraged, with primary materials being  
brick, painted concrete and terra cotta. Concrete, 
wood, metal and anodized aluminium are appropriate  
accent materials. 

For landscaping, plant materials emphasize the use 
of native species, with coniferous trees dominating 
and massed understory plants or a simple meadow 
clearing below.
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ENSURE A WELL-CONNECTED AND ACCESSIBLE CAMPUS 

The Campus Plan will ensure a well-connected and accessible campus by: 

 

Create a Pedestrian/Cycle-friendly Campus by: 

Support Alternatives to the Car by:

Increase Physical Accessibility of Campus by:
Bikes parked at the North Bus Loop  
outside the Student Rec Centre
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IMPLEMENTING THE PLAN 

Successful implementation of the Campus Plan relies upon:
 

initiated by specific academic departments, ancillary units or third party  
leaseholders 

such as Public Realm Plan improvements 
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